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“Protecting this Gift”

Tourism Ch’illiwack Makes Major Shift in Messaging to Inspire Change

Chilliwack, British Columbia — Tourism Ch’illiwack launches a new long-term initiative based on
regenerative tourism called “Protecting this Gift” with the goal of transforming the organization’s
destination management.

Regenerative tourism means leaving a place better than you found it. It combines human well-being
with the well-being of the entire ecosystem in which we live. The holistic aim is not just doing less harm
but restoring the harm that has been done already to the natural world. Residents, businesses, culture,
and the environment benefit from this approach.

“Protecting this Gift” is broken down into four pillars: Be Prepared, Be Respectful, Be Safe, Leave
Enriched.

“Tourism Ch’illiwack is striving to be the force for transformation. We believe a destination brand can
inspire value change. ‘Protecting this Gift’is not only a brand aspiration but a human aspiration.” noted
Allison Colthorp, Executive Director, Tourism Ch’illiwack.

The launch starts with a highly impactful video that touches the heart and leaves you with a sense of
purpose and actions that are aimed at both residents and visitors. The launch will be followed by a shift
in our social presence, marketing initiatives and the operations of Tourism Ch’illiwack.

Brian Minter commented “The business of tourism pre-COVID was already bursting at the seams for
most BC communities so it’s time to ensure we responsibly manage tourism in Chilliwack and the
surrounding areas. Tourism Ch’illiwack has been slowly making changes over the past few years to
regenerative tourism, but this provides us with a strong and meaningful platform that not only we will
use but our tourism partners can also embrace and connect to their businesses.”

“Tourism Ch’illiwack is confident in the long game - the more we protect the more valuable we become”
concluded Brian Minter.
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Background:

Tourism Ch’illiwack is the official destination management organization for the City of Chilliwack, FVRD
Area E and H, and the Cultus Lake Park Board. Tourism Chilliwack operates on the traditional, ancestral
and unceded lands of the Ts’elxwéyeqw and Pelho’lhxw Tribes of the Sté:16 — Coast Salish peoples.

“Protecting this Gift” is in alignment with Tourism Ch’illiwack’s 5 Year Strategic Plan and the Si:yd:ya
Yoyes: Living Tourism Action Plan.

Tourism Ch’illiwack is a member of Leave No Trace Canada and is proud to also support the initiatives BC
Adventure Smart.

We appreciate and recognize the leadership and support received from their provincial destination
management organizations — Destination British Columbia and Indigenous Tourism British Columbia and
from The Fraser Valley Group — a marketing partnership with Tourism Langley, Tourism Abbotsford,
Tourism Mission, Tourism Harrison and Tourism Hope, Cascades and Canyons.

Follow #ProtectingThisGift as Tourism Ch’illiwack continues to roll out “Protecting this Gift”.

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-WU7Fh1bvo
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