TOURISM

CHILLIWACK

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 29, 2026

A Shared Home for Everyone: Good Neighbours Lhewamel Project Opens Two
Gathering Places and Announces Adaptive Cycling Initiative at Vedder Park

Two Gathering Places Now Open Across the Vedder Greenway — and an Adaptive Cycling
Project Coming to Vedder Park This Fall

Chilliwack, BC - Chilliwack, BC — June 29, 2025 — Two gathering places are now open to
the public along the Vedder Greenway, and a third — an adaptive cycling project at Vedder
Park —is set to be unveiled this fall. Led by Ts'elxwéyeqw Tribe Management Limited
(TTML) in partnership with Tourism Ch'illiwack, and Supported by the City of Chilliwack,
and Sto6:10 Research and Resource Centre, the project is transforming the Vedder Trail into
a living expression of Si:ya:ya Yéyes — Friends Working Together Plan— placing Indigenous
knowledge, stories, and stewardship at the heart of one of the Fraser Valley's most beloved
outdoor spaces.

WHAT HAS BEEN BUILT

The first completed destination is located at Peach Park (5325 Peach Road, Chilliwack)—
the Vedder Trail's most centrally positioned, high-traffic entry point. Here, an archway in
the shape of a home with its roofline echoing the traditional St6:10 inverted design, draws
trail users through the Welcome Portal, where Halg'eméylem words for the land's
inhabitants greet them: Lhewamel (Vedder River), Sp'dd'es (Sockeye Salmon), Pé:xweleqw
(Yellow Cedar). QR codes invite visitors to hear authentic Halg'eméylem pronunciations.
Beyond the portal, the Gathering Place offers immersive learning boards featuring the
eagle (Sp'6g'es) and the mountains that define Chilliwack’s skyline, blending Indigenous
ways of knowing with scientific understanding of the ecosystem.

The second completed site is at the Lickman Road entrance to the trail. A matching
Welcome Portal carries the same "Our Shared Home" / Lets'emo:t Lets'eth'a:le (one heart,
one mind) invitation, and a Sharing Table a gathering space anchored in living Indigenous
medicinal plants — invites trail users to slow down, sit together, and learn about the roots
and ancestors of this land. Interpretation benches prompt visitors to "Look Up" and "Look
Down," drawing attention to the full spectrum of neighbours — human and non-human —
that share this landscape.

"Reconciliation is not a ceremony we perform once and then move on from —itis
something we must build, physically and relationally, every single day. These two
sites are proof that when Indigenous peoples, municipalities, and the tourism
sector genuinely work together in the spirit of Si:ya:ya Yoyes, something lasting and
beautiful gets created. This is our shared home, and we are only getting started."
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— Chief David Jimmie, Chief & CEO, Squiala First Nation; President,
Ts'elxwéyeqw Tribe Management Limited

A LIVING MODEL OF RECONCILIATION IN ACTION

The Good Neighbours Lhewamel Project is guided by a philosophy that asks visitors not
simply to read a sign, but to be changed by an encounter with this place. The project
rejects conventional interpretive sighage heavy with text, authoritative in tone, and
disconnected from emotion in favour of an approach rooted in the Std:10 principle of
Si:ya:ya Yoyes: kin walking alongside kin, curiosity invited, wonder sparked, and
stewardship of S'6lh Téméxw (our sacred land) felt as a personal responsibility rather than
an abstract obligation.

From the "home shape" of the archways — which fuses the familiar Western roofline with
the traditional Sto:10 inverted design — to the commissioned Sto:10 illustrations woven
through the learning boards, every design decision has been made to honour Indigenous
values and make them legible and meaningful to every trail user, regardless of their
background.

"The City of Chilliwack is proud to have been a supporter of bringing the Good
Neighbours project to life — not just as a funder or a permitting authority, but as a
genuine collaborator in a shared vision. What has been built at Peach Park and
Lickman Road demonstrates what relationship-first development looks like. We
celebrate this milestone with our partners and look forward to the adaptive cycling
project launching this fall as this journey continues."

— Mayor Ken Popove, City of Chilliwack

COMING THIS FALL: ADAPTIVE CYCLING AT VEDDER PARK

Alongside the two completed gathering places, the project announces the next chapter: an
Adaptive Cycling project at Vedder Park. Full details and a formal launch will be shared this
fall. The vision of this project is to make the Vedder Trail's most prominent and high-use
entry point accessible to cyclists of all abilities — connecting community members who
have not previously been able to experience the trail's natural wonders to the same land,
stories, and stewardship ethic at the heart of the project. The container building will carry
the Good Neighbours visual identity, integrating Indigenous art and interpretive storytelling
throughout its design.

A key element of the adaptive cycling program is a new Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between Tourism Ch'illiwack and the University of the Fraser Valley (UFV). Under
the agreement, UFV Kinesiology students will have the opportunity to become certified to
train community members in the safe use of the adaptive bikes, with their hours counting
toward their practicum requirements. The partnership bridges recreation, community
health, and post-secondary education — and ensures the program is staffed by skilled,
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passionate practitioners while providing meaningful hands-on learning for the next
generation of kinesiology professionals.

"The Vedder Trail is already one of the most extraordinary outdoor assets in British
Columbia — but the Good Neighbours project is elevating it into something much
more profound: a destination where every visitor can walk, cycle, and learn within a
landscape whose full story, including the Indigenous knowledge woven into this
land for thousands of years, is finally being told with the clarity and beauty it
deserves. The adaptive cycling project announcement is exciting, because it means
the gathering places will be accessible to everyone."

— Brian Minter, Chair, Tourism Ch'illiwack

PARTNERS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Good Neighbours Lhewamel Project was made possible through the creative and
construction contributions of Partners and Hawes (experience design), Urban Arts
Architecture, and MacQueen Systems (general contractor and builder). Project funding has
been provided by the Government of Canada through two federal programs: the Tourism
Relief Fund and the Active Transportation Fund.

The project team expresses deep gratitude to the St6:10 and Ts'elxwéyeqw knowledge
holders, Elders, and community members whose stories, guidance, and relationship with
the land are the foundation upon which everything in this projectis built.

The Gathering Places at Peach Park and Lickman Road are open to the public year-round.
Everyone is welcome to walk the Vedder Greenway, experience these spaces, and discover
their own connection to this remarkable landscape and its stories. For more information
on the Good Neighbours Lhewamel Project, visit https://tourismchilliwack.com/good-
neighbours-project/

ABOUT THE GOOD NEIGHBOURS LHEWAMEL PROJECT

The Good Neighbours Lhewamel Project is an Indigenous-led destination experience
initiative along the Vedder Trail (Vedder Greenway) in Ch'illiwack, BC. The project places
Indigenous values, perspectives, and stories — drawn from the St6:1l0 and Ts'elxwéyeqw
peoples who have been stewards of S'6lh Téméxw since time immemorial — at the core of
a trail signage and experience system designed to inspire connection, curiosity,
stewardship, and reconciliation among all who walk, cycle, and gather there.
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Executive Director, Tourism Ch’illiwack

colthorp@tourismchilliwack.com | 604-819-6866
44150 Luckakuck Way, Chilliwack, BC

Click HERE for high-res photos and videos.


https://app.snapsea.io/p/media-centre/tourism-chilliwack/good-neighbours-lhew31mel-project

